Hemolytic anemia and methemoglobinemia in a preterm baby as a complication of antenatal intraamnial injection of toluidine blue.
A late preterm infant was born 4.5 h after intraamniotic injection of 90 mg of Toluidine blue to confirm premature rupture of membranes. Due to the fetal exposition to the dye, the entire body of the patient was blue stained and the baby suffered from methemoglobinemia, Heinz' body positive hemolytic anemia and hyperbilirubinaemia requiring exchange transfusion. These complications underline that antenatal exposition of toluidine blue may result in considerable postnatal infant morbidity. Therefore intraamniotic application of toluidine blue should be discouraged.